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328 DOYLE AVENUE 
Plat 86, Lot 25 

 
William and Mildred Silverman House 

Built 1937 
 

 
Summary: The area where 328 Doyle Avenue now stands was originally part of the Cat Swamp.  
Remote and not readily accessible to residents living in town, this area developed slowly, first with 
extensive farmsteads, and later country retreats. In the early 19th century, institutional uses began to 
appear on the East Side to capitalize on its relative isolation and scenic qualities: Butler Hospital, the 
Moses Brown School, Swan Point Cemetery.  It was not until the 1850s, as the city’s population grew and 
its transportation systems were enhanced, that a suburban residential neighborhood began to take shape 
on the East Side.  At that time, this part of the East Side was known as the Sally Brown Farm; Sally 
Brown represented the 5th generation of Browns to occupy this land. 
 
In 1916 John R. Freeman (after whom Freeman Parkway is named) designed a residential plat around 
his own home on a portion of the former Sally Brown Farm.  The block bounded by Doyle Avenue, Taber 
Avenue, Emeline Street and Elmgrove Avenue was replatted in 1925, and the house at 328 Doyle was 
the last on the block to be constructed, in 1937. William Silverman was the treasurer of Heller & Company 
jewelers (which seems to have been a family business: Charles Silverman was its president, and Milton 
Silverman its secretary).  Since its construction the house has had only two other owners, most recently 
Richard and Pearl Shein, who purchased the house in 1966. 
 
328 Doyle Avenue is listed on the National Register of Historic Places as part of the Freeman Plat Historic 
District (listed 1998).  In the inventory, the house is described as the William Silverman House, dated 
1936.  My research shows that William Silverman actually purchased the land in 1937, and that the house 
was completed that same year.  
 
Chronology: 
 
Late 17th- Early 19th Century 
 
In the late 17th century Henry Browne took possession of a very large tract of land in the Cat and Great 
Swamps, west of Swan Point, and established a farm.  In the mid-18th century, Henry’s great-grandson 
Dexter Brown inherited 50 acres of this land southeast of the intersection of two roads that are known 
today as Sessions Street and Morris Avenue. (“Historic and Architectural Resources of the East Side, 
Providence,” RIHP&HC, 1989). 
 
1810 
 
Providence Will Book 10, Pages 609-610:  The Last Will and Testament of Dexter Brown, dated August 8, 
1810 (probated on December 3, 1810).  Dexter Brown’s estate was divided between his daughter Sarah 
(Sally) Brown and his grandson Henry Brattle Brown (apparently not Sarah’s child), with a small bequest 
for his nephew Stephen Martin and a provision for his sister (or perhaps sister-in-law) Hannah Tyler. 
William Brown Martin (perhaps related to Stephen Martin) was named executor.  (Archives) 
 
• Sarah (Sally) Brown inherited the bulk of the estate, including the western portion of the family 

farmstead, on which stood her father’s dwelling house and related outbuildings.  This piece of 
property is described as bounded by roads on the west and north; on the south, partly by a road and 
partly by land of Doctor Throop, Amey Brown and others; and on the east, by the boundary line that 
divided the farmstead in two.  The west and north boundary roads were later named Olney Street,  
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and today are known as Morris Avenue (west) and Sessions Street (north).  The south boundary road 
was later known as Featherbed Lane (now part of Freeman Parkway). 

 
• Henry Brattle Brown (apparently a minor, as there is a reference to his guardians) inherited the east 

portion of the farm, plus a marsh lot near the Seekonk River and a wood lot in North Providence.1 
 
• Stephen Martin, Dexter’s nephew, inherited $50 in cash. 
 
• Sarah Brown’s aunt, Helen Tyler, would inherit the entire estate should she happen to survive both 

Sarah and Henry Brattle Brown; should Sarah outlive both Henry Brattle Brown and Helen Tyler, her 
heirs would inherit everything. 
 

1823 
 
Daniel Anthony’s map of Providence dated 1823 shows Dexter Brown’s farmhouse southeast of the 
intersection of two roads corresponding to today’s Morris Avenue and Sessions Street.  On later 19th 
century maps both roads are named Olney Street.  Note this farmhouse is not 328 Doyle Avenue.  
(“Providence:  A Citywide Survey of Historic Resources,” RIHP&HC, 1986). 
 
1824 
 
Deed Book 48, Page 203:  On September 15, 1824, an indenture was signed between Gideon Thornton, 
merchant and guardian of the person and estate of Sally Brown, single woman, daughter of the late 
Dexter Brown, and Joseph Tillinghast Arnold of Providence, gentleman.  For $150, Thornton agreed to 
lease to Arnold, until April 1, 1826, the western half of the Dexter Brown Farm, including the dwelling 
house, which Sally Brown had inherited from her father.  (Dexter Brown’s last will and testament is 
referenced in this document.)  In return, “whereas the said Sally Brown is at present, unfortunately, 
suffering under certain mental and bodily infirmities,” Joseph T. Arnold agreed to take Sally into his family 
and to support her, for the same term as the lease on the farm.  Arnold was to furnish Sally with her own 
dwelling house, a horse and chaise, and an attendant, and was paid $400 for his services.2  (Archives) 
 
1835 
 
Deed Book 66, Page 174 (note that the entry on this page is titled “Page 136”):  On May 11, 1835 Israel 
Arnold of Providence sold to Christopher Arnold of New York City, for $1,000, “a certain farm of tract of 
land with all buildings and improvements thereon … being the farm described in the last will and  

                                                           
1 In July 1821 Henry Brattle Brown sold the east part of the farm, plus the wood lot in North Providence, to 
Gideon Thornton (Deed Book 45, Page 57) and, one month later, Thornton sold it to Helen Tyler (Deed 
Book 45, Page 64).  Note that Helen Tyler was Sarah Brown’s aunt, and therefore Henry Brattle Brown’s 
great-aunt.   
 
2 Note that Sally Brown, who was born in 1771, was 53 years old in 1824; no record was found of when 
Gideon Thornton became her guardian.  Furthermore, no record was found in grantor/grantee indices that 
this lease was extended, or that the farm was actually sold to Joseph Arnold.  Nor was a familial 
connection established in Providence’s birth and death records between Joseph T. Arnold and Israel 
Arnold, who is the next documented owner of Sally Brown’s farm.  Nor was a record found for either 
Joseph or Israel Arnold’s acquisition of Dexter Brown’s wood lot and marsh lot (which had passed on to 
his grandson Henry Brattle Brown).  Nonetheless the Arnolds obviously retained an interest in Sally 
Brown’s farm, the wood lot and marsh lot, as evidenced by the next deed discovered in the chain of title, 
dated 1835. 
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testament of Dexter Brown, deceased, dated August 8, 1810 (Will Book 10, Page 609-610), and also the 
wood lot in North Providence formerly belonging to said Dexter Brown and named in said will, containing 
30 acres more or less, and also the marsh lot lying in the Seekonk River formerly belonging to said 
Dexter Brown and also named in said will.” (Archives) 
 
1849 
 
Returns of Internments of the Dead, Book 8, Page 283:  Sally Brown, a single female resident of 
Providence, died on June 15, 1849 at age 78. (Archives) 
 
Providence Index of Probate Records, Sally Brown, record number A6761:  Sally Brown’s administrator 
was named as Samuel Angell.  Apparently she died intestate, for no will was found in the index.  
(Archives) 
 
Deed Book 117, Page 200:  On December 4, 1849, Christopher Arnold and Clarissa H. Arnold of 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin conveyed to William Morris of Providence, for $3,700, all interest in two parcels of 
land in Providence, one a wood lot in North Providence, the other the Homestead Farm of Sally Brown, 
deceased.3 The deed notes that both parcels were conveyed to the Grantor by deed of Israel Arnold on 
May 11, 1835 (Deed Book 66, Page 136). (Archives) 
 
Deed Book 117, Page 205:  On December 17, 1849, William Morris of Providence conveyed to Frederick 
H. Smith of Providence, for $1, all of his interest in the Sally Brown Homestead that had been conveyed 
to him by deed of Christopher Arnold and Clarissa Arnold dated December 4, 1849.4  Curiously, the deed 
specifies that Morris meant to convey “only the interest I took by said deed and nothing more, and hereby 
expressly declaring that I do not hereby convey the title and interest in said lot which I had before the 
execution of said deed to me.”  (No record was found of his acquisition of a separate interest in this 
property predating 1849, but since William Morris was Sally Brown’s second cousin, he may have been 
referring to his right of inheritance as a family member.)  The property is described is being “bounded 
north by a highway called Olney Street, west on the same highway, south partly on land of the Friends 
Institution or Quaker College, and east on land of Samuel Cole, containing 60 acres more or less, being 
the Homestead Farm of Sally Brown late of Providence, deceased, and which she took from her father.”  
(Archives) 
 
1851-1858 
 
Deed Book 121, Page 332:  On July 5, 1851, Commissioners Samuel Angell, Asa Pierce and David Burt, 
appointed by the Court of Common Pleas for Providence County, ordered Sally Brown’s Farm divided 
among 16 parties.  This action was taken in response to a Writ of Partition filed by plaintiffs Abby B. 
Martin, Stephen Martin, Samuel N. Richmond and Amey Richmond and defended by Arba B. Dike.  (The 
Writ itself was not found, but presumably some if not all of these people were related to Sally Brown and 
thus claimed some interest in her estate.)  The deed notes that the property, with a dwelling house, barn 
and other buildings, had been surveyed and found to contain approximately 56 acres, appraised at 
$12,000.  The property boundaries are described as beginning at the southwest corner of the junction of 
two roads, bounded on the north by a roadway, on the east by land of Samuel Cole, on the south by land 
of “Candis” Allen, and on the west by another roadway.   The land was divided into 16 varying size lots 
and dispersed to separate parties.  Lot #6 went to Frederick H. Smith. (Archives) 
 
                                                           
3 William Morris was Sally Brown’s second cousin.  (Sally’s father Dexter was first cousin to William’s 
mother Phebe Brown Morris.)  (“East Side, Providence, 1989) 
 
4 Frederick H. Smith was married to William Morris’s daughter, Elizabeth. (“East Side, Providence, 1989) 
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Plat Book 4, Page 4:  “A Plat of the Late Sally Brown Farm,” surveyed October 1850 by Lemuel Angell 
and recorded July 5, 1851, shows the division of the property in accordance with Deed Book 121, Page 
332.  Frederick H. Smith’s lot #6 is bounded on the west by Olney Street, 129 feet; on the north by Lot #7 
(William Morris’s land), 1780 feet; on the east, 545 feet, and on the south, 1484 feet.  (Note that the part 
of the farm bounded on the north by Olney Street is divided into Lots numbered 7 through 16.  Lot #7, by 
far the largest lot but only partly fronting on Olney Street, went to William Morris.  Lots #8-16, all fronting 
on Olney Street, went to 9 other owners. Both Lots 8 and 9 had dwelling houses on them; one would 
have been Dexter Brown’s, and one Sally Brown’s.)  (Registry of Deeds) 
 
After this partition, William Morris apparently went on to acquire most if not all of the Sally Brown Farm 
lots fronting on what is now Sessions Street.  This property, combined with his own Lot #7, came into the 
hands of his children, Phebe B. Willey (wife of John D. Willey), Elizabeth Smith (widow of Frederick 
Smith), Henry Morris, and John Morris. (Deed Book 150, Page 382, describes how in 1858 Elizabeth 
Smith acquired from her siblings 3-3/8 acres with dwelling house, barn and other buildings “at the 
southwest corner of the two roads,” as well as 16 acres of wood and pastureland west of the road leading 
to Swan Point Cemetery.   A contemporary map dated 1850 shows the “two roads,” today’s Morris 
Avenue and Sessions Street, and the cemetery road, now Rochambeau and Butler Avenues). Then, 
sometime between 1858 and 1875, Amos Barstow purchased a large piece of this property at the corner 
of Morris and Sessions.  (Archives; “East Side, Providence,” 1989) 
 
1872 
 
Providence Record of Deaths, Book 13, Page 40:  Elizabeth Smith, widow of Frederick Smith, and 
daughter of William and Phebe Morris, died of typhoid fever on August 26, 1872 at age 59.  (Archives)  
 
1875 
 
1875 City Atlas, volume 1, Plates H, I and J, show the area bounded by Olney Street (now Morris 
Avenue) on the west, Olney Street (now Sessions Street) on the north, Wayland Avenue on the east, and 
a paper street (now Laurel Avenue) on the south.  Immediately south of Sessions, the property owners 
are identified as Amos C. Barstow (895,680 square feet) and Henry Morris (320,954 square feet).  
Elizabeth Smith owns the land just south of Barstow and Morris (696,290 square feet, or about 15 acres).  
Note that the three maps must be fitted together to confirm that Elizabeth Smith’s property lies directly 
south of Amos Barstow’s.  (Doyle Avenue is shown on Plate F, extending eastward only as far as East 
Avenue, now Hope Street).  (Archives) 
 
1878 
 
“Plat of Land Owned by Heirs of Elizabeth Smith,” surveyed by A.R. Sweet and recorded in 1878 (Plat 
Book 13, Page 24, copied on Plat Card 508), shows land on both sides of Doyle Avenue between Olney 
Street (now Morris Avenue) and Elmgrove Avenue.  There are 28 house lots delineated on the north side 
of Doyle Avenue, numbered consecutively 68 through 95 from east to west.  A.C. Barstow’s name 
appears to the north of the house lots.  Along Doyle Avenue, all lots except the two corners have 50 feet 
of frontage.  Comparing dimensions on this map with the two later Freeman Plat maps of 1916 and 1925, 
the future site of 328 Doyle Avenue lies within Lots 74 and 75 (the 7th and 8th lots west of Elmgrove).  
Taber Avenue will be cut through Lot 76 on this plat.  (Registry of Deeds) 
 
1882 
 
1882 City Atlas by G.M. Hopkins, Plate 4, shows a large block bounded by Olney Street on the west and 
north (now Morris Avenue and Sessions Street, respectively), Elmgrove Avenue on the east, and Doyle 
“Street” on the south.  The layout of house lots on the north side of Doyle is identical to that shown on the  
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Elizabeth Smith Plat map of 1878; every other lot is numbered (68, 70, 72, 74, 76, etc.), and “Eliz. Smith” 
is named as the property owner.  Amos C. Barstow owns the land north of Elizabeth Smith.  (Archives)   
 
1887 
 
Deed Book 340, Page 297:  On January 7, 1887, attorney John Morris of Providence acquired 16 lots of 
land in the Elizabeth Smith Plat of 1878 (reference Plat Book 13, Page 24, Plat Card 508) from Frances 
A. Smith (presumably a relative of Elizabeth) after she defaulted on two mortgages.  The deed describes 
how Frances Smith had mortgaged these 16 lots to Charles T. and Sophforzina F. Cady for $2,000 in 
1881; that mortgage was transferred to Herbert R. Farnum in 1882 and to John Morris in 1886.  
Meanwhile, Ms. Smith took out another mortgage for $1,700 on the same property from John Morris in 
1884.  She defaulted on both debts, and John Morris put the property up for public auction on December 
30, 1886; the high bidder was John Morris himself, who purchased the 16 lots for $500.  The bulk of the 
property was bounded by Doyle, Hazard and Elmgrove Avenues [Hazard lies one block south of Doyle] 
but also included Lots 74 and 75 on the north side of Doyle Avenue.  (Registry of Deeds)   
 
Deed Book 338, Page 302:  On January 18, 1887, John Morris of Providence sold to Washington L. Cole 
of Providence, for $10, the 16 lots in the Elizabeth Smith Plat that he had just acquired from Frances A. 
Smith two weeks before.  The deed notes refers specifically to this previous transaction, and identifies the 
16 lots by number, including Lots 74 and 75.  (Registry of Deeds) 
 
1891 
 
Assessor’s Plat card for Plat 86, Lot 25 lists Washington L. Cole as the property owner on April 15, 1891.  
(Tax Assessor’s Office) 
 
1895 
 
“Amos C. Barstow Replats of 1895 (Plat Cards 702 and 719):  Barstow had acquired significant property 
on the former Sally Brown farm sometime between 1858 and 1875.  His original residential plat, in 1883, 
was bounded by Olney Street on the west and north (now Morris Avenue and Sessions Street, 
respectively), Elmgrove Avenue on the east, and a straight line parallel to and 108 feet north of Doyle 
Avenue on the south.  Emeline Street is shown as a cross street north of and parallel to Doyle.  When the 
Barstow plat was redrawn (twice) in 1895, Taber Avenue was extended through it.  This plat remained 
largely undeveloped and would be acquired and revised by John R. Freeman in 1916 and again in 1925.  
(Registry of Deeds; “East Side, Providence,” 1989) 
 
1895 City Atlas by Everts & Richards, Plate 6, shows the block bounded by Olney Street (now Morris 
Avenue) on the west, Emeline Street on the north, Elmgrove Avenue on the east, and Doyle Avenue on 
the south.  The configuration of house lots on Doyle Avenue is the same as on the original Elizabeth 
Smith plat map of 1878 and the city atlas of 1882, although none of the lots are numbered.  A handful of 
houses have been constructed on Doyle east of Olney, but the majority of the block is still vacant.  Along 
Doyle, all the house lots except for the two corners measure 5,400 square feet.     (Archives) 
 
1896 
 
John R. Freeman, a civil engineer, arrived in Providence from Boston to assume the presidency of the 
Manufacturers’ Mutual Insurance Company.  He built a house on what is now Freeman Parkway in 1901  
(that house has since been demolished), and over the next two decades expanded his East Side holdings 
extensively in an effort to control development around his own home.  Much of this land was still swampy 
and undeveloped.  (“East Side, Providence,” 1989) 
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1897 
 
Deed Book 409, Page 238:  On April 21, 1897 Washington L. Cole of Providence sold to Francis S. Cole 
of Providence, for $10, a strip of land 100 feet wide on the north side of Doyle Avenue, extending 1 foot 
back from Doyle, crossing Lots 74 and 75 on the Elizabeth Smith plat of 1878.  It’s not clear from the 
deed what the purpose of this strip of land was. (Registry of Deeds) 
 
1902 
 
Plat Map 86 of the City of Providence shows a large area bounded by Doyle Avenue on the south, Morris 
Avenue on the west, Cypress Street (now Sessions Street) on the north, and Elmgrove Avenue on the 
east.  No interior streets are laid out within this area, including Taber Avenue or Emeline Street (note this 
street layout is inconsistent with the 1895 city atlas, which does show Emeline).  On the north side of 
Doyle Avenue, all but the corner lots have 50 feet of frontage and contain 5,350 or 5,400 square feet.  
Between Morris and Elmgrove, lots on Doyle are numbered 9 through 35 inclusive.  Lot 25 – the 
property’s current assessor’s lot number -- is approximately 530 feet west of Elmgrove Avenue.  However, 
the 1916 Freeman plat map and the 1986 assessor’s map for Plat 86 both show the site of 328 Doyle 
Avenue situated 315.1 feet west of Elmgrove.  That makes it more likely that the site is actually part of 
Lots 30 and 31 on this map.  (Archives) 
 
1904 
 
Deed Book 459, Page 426:  On April 6, 1904, Francis S. Cole of Providence sold to Thomas C. Clarke of 
Cranston the same 1x100 strip of land on the north side of Doyle Avenue, running across Lots 74 and 75,  
that he had acquired from Washington Cole in 1897.  (Registry of Deeds) 
 
Deed Book 459, Page 426:  On April 6, 1904, Washington L. Cole of Providence sold to Thomas C. 
Clarke of Cranston, for $10, ten lots on the Elizabeth Smith plat of 1878, including Lots 74 and 75, “being 
a portion of the premises deeded to me by John Morris on January 18, 1887 (Deed Book 338, Page 302).  
(Registry of Deeds) 
 
Deed Book 472, Page 344:  On November 29, 1904, Thomas C. Clarke of Evanston, Ill. sold to John R. 
Freeman of Providence, for $10, ten lots on the Elizabeth Smith plat of 1878, including Lots 74 and 75, 
“being a portion of the premises deeded to me by Washington L. Cole and Martha S. Cole his wife on 
April 6, 1904 (Deed Book 459, Page 426),” and also the 1x100 strip of land on the north side of Doyle, 
running across Lots 74 and 75, citing previous transactions from Washington L. Cole to Francis S. Cole 
(Deed Book 409, Page 238) and from Francis S. Cole to Thomas C. Clarke (Deed Book 459, Page 427).  
(Registry of Deeds) 
 
1905 
 
Assessor’s Plat Card for Plat 86, Lot 25 indicates that John R. Freeman was the property owner as of 
November 1, 1905.  Note that the lot number is inconsistent with the identification number cited in 
contemporary deeds.  (Assessor’s Office) 
 
1908 
 
City Atlas by L.J. Richards & Co., Plate 6, shows a large block bounded by Doyle Avenue on the south, 
Morris Avenue on the west, Emeline Street on the north, and Elmgrove Avenue on the east.  Taber 
Avenue is shown cut through from Emeline south to the middle the block, but not quite intersecting with 
the north side of Doyle.  Most of the lots on the north side of Doyle are shown as owned by John R. 
Freeman; all are vacant between where Taber is now and Elmgrove.  The lot dimensions are smaller than  
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those shown on the Freeman Plat maps of 1916 and 1925: all the lots on the north side of Doyle measure 
5,400 square feet except for the one at the corner of Doyle and Elmgrove (8,506 s.f.). (Archives) 
 
1916 
 
After a proposal to develop a public park failed to interest the City, Freeman platted his East Side 
holdings for residential development.  The John R. Freeman Plat #1 encompassed land traversed by 
Doyle, Upton, Hazard, Laurel, Wayland, Elmgrove and Taber Avenues, Freeman Parkway, Barberry Hill, 
and Abbottsford and Rose Courts. (Plat #1 would later be replatted as Plats 2, 4 and 5.)  Unlike the 
standard grid layout used in other East Side plats, the Freeman Plat incorporated a number of curving 
streets, wide verges and wide sidewalks.  Its average lot size, 8000 square feet, was 60% larger than the 
standard Providence house lot, and parcels were sold with deed restrictions to control building types and 
construction. (“East Side, Providence,” 1989) 
 
“Plat No. 1 of Land Belonging to John R. Freeman,” surveyed June 1916 and revised December 1916 by 
W.V. Polleys (Plat Book 34, Page 24, copied on Plat Card 1036).   This map shows the portion of Doyle 
Avenue between Taber Avenue and Elmgrove Avenue; on the north side of Doyle are six lots, similar in 
size, numbered 183 through 188.  Lot 184, the second lot east of Taber Avenue, is where 328 Doyle 
would eventually be built (note, however, that this lot number will not appear in any subsequent property 
deeds).  Lot 184 measures 75.2 feet on Doyle Avenue, 96 feet on the west, 75 feet on the north, and 102 
feet on the east (these dimensions are slightly larger than those of the equivalent Lot 446 on the Freeman 
Plat No. 4 Map of 1925). The western boundary of Lot 184 lies 315.1 feet west of Elmgrove Avenue.  
(Registry of Deeds) 
 
1918 
 
1918 City Atlas by G.M. Hopkins, Plate 21, shows the block bounded by Doyle Avenue on the south, 
Plympton Street (now Taber Avenue) on the west, Emeline Street on the north, and Elmgrove Avenue on 
the east.  On the north side of Doyle Avenue between Plympton (Taber) and Elmgrove are 6 lots ranging 
from 7,055 to 8,654 square feet (there are nine, smaller, lots fronting on Emeline Street in this block).  All 
but two lots (at the corner of Emeline and Elmgrove) are owned by John R. Freeman, and all but one are 
vacant.  The second lot east of Plympton Street (now Taber Avenue) measures 7,425 square feet; this lot 
(reduced by 396 square feet) is where 328 Doyle would eventually be built.  The map references the 
Amos C. Barstow Plat. (Archives) 
 
1925 
 
“Plat No. 4 of Land in Providence Belonging to John R. Freeman,” dated July 16, 1925, surveyed by 
George S. Bullock (Plat Book 38, Page 3, copied on Plat Card 1097).  Notes on the map indicate that it is 
a replat of Freeman’s 1916 Plat No. 1 (Plat Book 34, Page 24, copied on Plat Card 1036), and that while 
the alignment of Doyle Avenue is unchanged, the lines of Taber Avenue north of Doyle have been 
changed.  The map shows part of the block bounded by Doyle Avenue on the south, Taber Avenue on 
the west, Emeline Street on the north, and Elmgrove Avenue on the east.  On the north side of Doyle 
Avenue, the second lot east of Taber Avenue is numbered 446 and measures 72.48 feet on the south 
(Doyle Avenue), 93.24 feet on the west, 72 feet on the north, and 102 feet on the east.  This is the lot 
where 328 Doyle Avenue would eventually be built.  (Registry of Deeds)   
 
1926 
 
City Atlas by G.M. Hopkins, Plate 21, shows the block bounded by Doyle, Taber, Emeline and Elmgrove.  
Five houses have been constructed in the block, owned by individual property owners; the rest of the lots 
are undeveloped and owned by John R. Freeman.  On the north side of Doyle, the second lot east of  
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Taber is vacant and measures 7,029 square feet.  The map references the John R. Freeman Plat No. 4, 
Plat Book 38, Page 3.  (Archives) 
 
1929-1930 
 
Deed Book 727, Page 128:  On March 27, 1929, John R. Freeman sold Lot 446 on the Freeman Plat No. 
4 (1925) to ALD Realty Co. for $100.  The deed does not mention any buildings on the lot.  The property 
sat on the north side of Doyle Avenue, measuring 72.48 feet on Doyle Avenue, 102 feet on the east, 72 
feet on the north, and 93.24 feet on the west.  Deed restrictions included:  the use and occupancy of the 
lot was restricted to a single family dwelling and private garage until January 1, 1960; new construction 
would require a 20-foot setback from Doyle Avenue and 12-foot setbacks from the side lot lines; any 
clothes drying yard must be set at least 40 feet back from Doyle Avenue; and any freestanding garage 
must be set back at least 40 feet from Doyle Avenue (a garage incorporated within the main house must 
maintain the 20-foot setback from Doyle).  (Registry of Deeds) 
 
Deed Book 739, Page 103:  On March 25, 1930, ALD Realty Co. sold Lot 446 on the Freeman Plat No. 4 
(1925) to John A. Smyth and May S. Smyth of Providence, for $10.  The deed does not mention any 
buildings on the lot.  The lot dimensions are the same as described in Deed Book 727, Page 128; the 
deed restrictions are not mentioned, but would have carried forward with the transfer of the lot.  (Registry 
of Deeds) 
 
Assessor’s Plat Card for Plat 86, Lot 25 indicates that ALD Realty Co. owned the property in June 1929, 
and that John A. Smyth and wife May S. Smyth owned the property in April 1930.  (Assessor’s Office) 
 
1935-1937 
 
Deed Book 791, Page 338:  On June 24, 1936, May S. Smyth of Providence (unmarried) sold Lot 446 on 
the Freeman Plat No. 4 (1925), “with buildings and improvements thereon,” to Nathan Harris & Sons Inc. 
of Providence.  The deed includes the same lot dimensions and deed restrictions contained in the  
Smyths’ deed from ALD Realty Co. dated March 25, 1930 (Deed Book 739, Page 103).  (Registry of 
Deeds) 
 
1937 City Atlas by G.M. Hopkins, Plate 21, shows the block bounded by Doyle, Taber, Emeline and 
Elmgrove Avenues.  On the north side of Doyle Avenue, the second lot east of Taber Avenue is vacant 
(the only vacant lot in the block); it contains 7,029 square feet and its owner is indicated as M.S. Smyth.  
(Immediately to the east of this lot is the house at 336 Doyle Avenue.)  The map also references the John 
R. Freeman Plat No. 4.  (Archives) 
 
Deed Book 800, Page 309:  On April 27, 1937, Nathan Harris & Sons, Inc. of Providence sold Lot 446 on 
the Freeman Plat No. 4 (1925), “with buildings and improvements thereon,” to William Silverman and 
Mildred H. Silverman of Providence.  The deed includes the same lot dimensions and deed restrictions as 
in the Harris deed from May Smyth dated June 24, 1936 (Deed Book 791, Page 338).  (Registry of 
Deeds) 
 
Providence Tax Records for 1936 list May S. Smyth, widow of John A. Smyth, as the owner of Plat 86, 
Lot 25, which was assessed for $3,160 for the value of the land (no assessment was made for any 
buildings).  Nathan Harris & Co. was not assessed for anything related to Plat 86, Lot 25 in 1936 or 1937.  
Therefore, despite the reference in the Smyth/Harris and Harris/Silvermans deed to buildings and 
improvements on Lot 446 in June 1936 and in April 1937, it appears that any construction on the lot was 
too insubstantial to merit an assessment.  It may be that Ms. Smyth actually started construction on the 
house in 1936 (no building permit was found), but tax records for 1937 clearly indicate that the house was 
completed that year and that the Silvermans were its first residents:  Wiliam and Mildred Silverman, with 
an address of 155 Emeline Street, owners of Plat 86, Lot 25, were assessed $3,160 for land and $9,500  
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for buildings in 1937.  (Tax records for 1938 show the Silverman’s address as 328 Doyle Avenue, with the 
same assessment on the real estate.)  (Archives)   
 
Assessor’s Plat Card for Plat 86, Lot 25 indicates that May S. Smyth, widow of John A. Smyth, owned the 
property in February 1935; that Nathan Harris & Son Inc. owned it in December 1936; and that William 
Silverman and wife Mildred M. Silverman owned it as of June 1937.  (Assessor’s Office) 
 
Providence City Directories for 1935, 1936 and 1937 list May S. Smyth, widow of John A. Smyth (who 
had died in 1934) as living at 114 Wyndham Avenue, so she clearly did not occupy any house at 328 
Doyle.  During that same period, William and Mildred Silverman lived at 155 Emeline Street; he was 
secretary and treasurer of Heller & Co. jewelers (at 116 Chestnut Street).  The street address 328 Doyle 
Avenue first appears in the 1938 City Directory, where it is listed as the residence of William and Mildred 
Silverman; his profession is given as treasurer of Heller & Co. (of which Charles Silverman was president, 
and Milton Silverman secretary).  (Archives) 
 
1951 
 
1951 update of 1924 Sanborn Insurance Maps of Providence, Vol. 2, Page 73:  shows the block bounded 
by Doyle, Taber, Emeline and Elmgrove Avenues.  The house at 328-330 Doyle Avenue is shown as a 2-
story wood frame dwelling; a 1-story garage is shown in the northeast corner of the lot.  The lot is on the 
north side of Doyle Avenue, the second one east of Taber Avenue.  This is the first time the house has 
appeared on a city map.  (Archives) 
 
1964 
 
Deed Book 1127, Page 52:  On August 21, 1964, William Silverman and Mildred M. Silverman of 
Providence sold Lot 446 on the Freeman Plat No. 4 (1925), with buildings and improvements thereon, to 
Norman Weinberg and Naomi Weinberg of Westbury, Long Island, New York.  The deed includes the 
same lot dimensions and deed restrictions that were carried forward from the Silvermans’ deed from 
Nathan Harris & Son, and specifically references that previous transaction (Deed Book 800, Page 309, 
dated April 27, 1937).  (Registry of Deeds) 
 
Assessor’s Plat Card for Plat 86, Lot 25 indicates that Norman Weinberg and wife Naomi M. Weinberg 
were the property owners as of August 24, 1964.  The card references Deed Book 1127, Page 52.  
(Assessor’s Office) 
 
1966 
 
Deed Book 1138, Page 1050:  On August 30, 1966, Norman Weinberg and wife Naomi Weinberg of 
Providence sold Lot 446 on the Freeman Plat No. 4 (1925), with buildings and improvements thereon, to 
F. Richard Shein and Pearl H. Shein, for $1.  The deed includes the same lot dimensions and deed 
restrictions that were carried forward from the Weinbergs’ deed from the Silvermans (Deed Book 1127, 
Page 52, dated August 21, 1964).  (Registry of Deeds) 
 
Assessor’s Plat Card for Plat 86, Lot 25 indicates that F. Richard and wife Pearl H. Shein were the 
property owners as of August 30, 1966.  The card references Deed Book 1138, Page 1050.  (Assessor’s 
Office) 
 
1995 
 
Deed Book 3217, Page 297:  On October 17, 1995, R. Richard Shein and Pearl H. Shein of Providence 
conveyed Lot 446 on the Freeman Plat No. 4 (1925), with buildings and improvements thereon, as a gift 
to Pearl H. Shein of 328 Doyle Avenue.  The deed notes that this is the same property conveyed to the  
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Sheins from the Weinbergs (Deed Book 1138, Page 1050, dated August 30, 1966), and includes the 
same lot dimensions and deed restrictions. (Registry of Deeds) 
 
Assessor’s Plat Card for Plat 86, Lot 25 indicates that Pearl H. Shein was the property owner as of 
October 23, 1995.  The card references Deed Book 3217, Page 297.  (Assessor’s Office) 
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